Stewardship Forester
training

Spring, 2019



Maine Healthy Forest Program



GOALS

* Help forestry professionals help woodland
owners meet their harvesting goals while
operating and maintaining a healthy business

 Recognize the importance of communication
and visual impact in timber harvesting

* View timber harvesting with an eye towards
aesthetics and achieving goals

 Introduce a tool to prompt discussion
before the job begins



What do (we think) we know about
Maine’s family woodland owners?

Why People Own Woodland :

The top three reasons why Kennebec County
landowners own land are:

“Part of my primary home” (62.3%),

“To enjoy beauty or scenery” (60.3%),
“For privacy” (60.9%).

Timber products is #12 (about 15%)




Attitudes about timber harvesting

« Woodland owners: based on experiences, expectations and
goals

 Neighbors and general public: often influences woodland owners,
and vice versa

* Professionals: Maine’s Healthy Forests Program encourages
forestry and logging professionals to be trusted service providers
for harvesting on family woodlands.



The importance of “story”

Have we as professionals effectively
communicated our story?

What Is the owner’s story for his or her
woods?

Do woodland owners always know what
guestions to ask, let alone ask them?



PRINCIPLES OF LOGGING AESTHETICS

e Aesthetics are a form of Communication

e Since beauty Is Iin the eye of the
beholder, identify the beholder(s) and
where they behold from.

 Landings have the greatest visual impact
on most harvests.

« Harmony is pleasing to the eye. Waste
and disorder are not harmonious.



PRINCIPLES OF LOGGING AESTHETICS-2

« The most recent job gets the credit and the
blame.

 Planning for aesthetics improves results
and reduces costs.

« Time heals many wounds; how much do you
have to work with?

« Work done for other purposes can yield
aesthetic benefits.

 Aesthetic judgment is often based on
expectation ,experience and story.

 People like big trees!



Good, Better, BEST Practices for
achieving goals

Planning: use tools such as FMP, HP, TSA,
HSS/checklist----

And Pictures! to help ensure desired
results

Responsibility-who does what, and who pays for it

Cost/benefit-part of risk management



The HSS questions cover the following
categories:

el andowners’ overall satisfaction with the harvest.

How woods looked after the harvest.

el andowner’s satisfaction with the financial outcomes of
the harvest.

*Written timber sale agreement-use and effectiveness.
*Forester involvement

*\Were harvest goals met?



Actual landowner guestion:

. ..but what | really want to know
IS, what will my woods look
ike...?”



DURING

Woodland Owners’ View

The feller buncher has a saw at the bottom of the
yvellow metal part. It's like a huge sawmill blade.
The operator cuts a tree using the saw, then u
the grips on the front to put it closer to the feller
buncher. After enough logs are on that space, the
operator moves them to a pile of logs which a
skidder then takes to a log yard.

Equipment Used
Tracked feller buncher, grapple
loader/slasher on landing.

skidder, and

Logger's View
Modern mechanical harvesting equipment allows
well-trained operators to see what they are doing,
and make good decisions as they cut the
designated trees. Boom-mounted saw heads like
this reduce the equipment impact by reaching out
without driving to the stem that's being cut.



AFTER

Woodland Owners’ View

The trees are spaced wide apart and wind or insect
disease could be a problem in the future. In
addition, the width of each tree
how strong each tree might be if a big wind came
through. On the other hand, each tree now has a
lot of light and the crowr ckly. It

to do wide spacing but it might help in the

future growth of the trees.

small in terms of

can get wider qu
isari

Forester’'s View
Residual stand is in great shape as far as mechanical
; concerned. The basal
area may be a little below the optimum stocking

table guideline;

damage from equipment

however, the stand is still intact
and growth should take off. Keep an eye out for

di: > or insect damage. The stand may be

susceptible to wind damage for a few years, but
these dominant trees have already adapted to

wind stre over the vyears. Unless some
unforeseen damaging factor comes into play, grow
these trees to a target financial maturity

perhaps 24" dbh or greater.












What Will My Woods Look Like - Website

https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/projects/what will my woods look like/index.html



https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/projects/what_will_my_woods_look_like/index.html

Wanted: more pics!

Submit photo series to Forestinfo@maine.gov

Try for same p.o.v., with recognizable reference feature
Write your own captions

Contact person required, no anonymous submissions
Optional confidentiality of location & contact information
MFES will review, potentially edit for clarity

Video welcome

Beyond timber harvests—site prep & plant, culvert
replacement, road building, etc.

Check website for further details



mailto:Forestinfo@maine.gov

ARE WE THERE YET?
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